
Welcome to DoSomething.org, one of the largest orgs for young people and social

change! After you've browsed the 11 facts (with citations at the bottom), take action and

volunteer with our millions of members. Sign up for a campaign and make the world

suck less.

1. What is the "Poverty Line," anyway? According

to the 2011 U.S. Census Bureau, it is a family of

4 (2 adults, 2 children under 18) that earns less

than $23,021.

2. More than 30 million children are growing up

in poverty. In one low-income community,

there was only one book for every 300 children. You can improve literacy rates by

running a competitive book drive for low-income areas. Sign up for Stacks on Stacks.

3. In 2011, nearly 46.2 million Americans were living in poverty.

4. Children living in poverty have a higher number of absenteeism or leave school all

together because they are more likely to have to work or care for family members.

5. Dropout rates of 16 to 24-years-old students who come from low income families are

seven times more likely to drop out than those from families with higher incomes.
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6. A higher percentage of young adults (31%) without a high school diploma live in

poverty, compared to the 24% of young people who finished high school.

7. 40% of children living in poverty aren’t prepared for primary schooling.

8. Children that live below the poverty line are 1.3 times more likely to have

developmental delays or learning disabilities than those who don’t live in poverty.

9. By the end of the 4th grade, African-American, Hispanic and low-income students are

already 2 years behind grade level. By the time they reach the 12th grade they are 4

years behind.

10. In 2013, the dropout rate for students in the nation was at 8% for African American

youth, 7% for Hispanic youth, and 4% for Asian youth, which are all higher than the

dropout rate for Caucasian youth (4%).

11. Less than 30% of students in the bottom quarter of incomes enroll in a 4 year school.

Among that group – less than 50% graduate.

Sources

Who We Are "
Our Friends

https://www.dosomething.org/campaigns
https://www.dosomething.org/campaigns
https://www.dosomething.org/facts/11-facts-about-education-and-poverty-america#
https://www.dosomething.org/facts/11-facts-about-education-and-poverty-america#


#  $  %  &  '

Terms of Service Privacy Policy

"Get Involved "

https://www.facebook.com/dosomething
https://twitter.com/dosomething
http://dosomething.tumblr.com/
http://instagram.com/dosomething
http://www.youtube.com/user/DoSomething1
https://www.dosomething.org/about/terms-service
https://www.dosomething.org/about/privacy-policy

